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at the home of Nancy William 
920 NW Elizabeth Drive 

Enjoy fine fellowship, creative treats, and at the same time support EF by pur-
chasing poinsettias or by giving a donation to EF. Consider purchasing one or 
more of the lovely poinsettias for yourself or as a gift. The profit from the 
$10.00 poinsettias directly benefits the AAUW Educational Foundation. 
 
When purchasing poinsettias, checks should be made payable to "Corvallis 
AAUW". If you wish to support EF and not purchase a poinsettia, your tax-
deductible check may be made out to "AAUW Funds". Cash is also welcome. 
The poinsettias will be mostly red, with a few pink and white. Come early if you 
want a pink or white poinsettia! 
 
PLEASE BRING a plate of cookies or holiday breads to share. 
 
DIRECTIONS to 920 NW Elizabeth Drive: 
Drive W on Harrison beyond 36th St., turn R on Merrie Drive, proceed straight ahead 3 long 
blocks, turn L on Elizabeth Drive. There are plenty of parking spaces on Merrie Drive. 
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By Martha Jenkins 
marthaj@peak.org 
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Diana Bernstein, AAUW 
member and Director of 
Wellness at Mennonite Vil-
lage, will provide Corvallis 
and Albany AAUW mem-
bers with a light-hearted 
opportunity to practice the 
various activities that keep 
the brain active and stimu-
lated. According to Dr. 
Alvaro Fernandez, one of 
the leading researchers on 
brain health, “Our brains are 
composed of different areas 
and functions, and we can 
strengthen them through 
mental exercise - or they will 

get atrophied for lack of 
practice. The benefits are 
both short-term (improved 
concentration and memory, 
sustained mental clarity 
under stressful situations, 
etc.) and long-term 
(creation of a “brain re-
serve” that helps protect us 
against potential problems 
as Alzheimer’s).” Dr. Alva-
rez continues: “Use it or 
lose it may be misleading if 
we think ‘It’ is just one 
thing. The brain is com-
posed of many different 
areas that focus on differ-

ent things. Doing a cross-
word puzzle only activates a 
small part of the brain.” At 
this Healthy Brain session 
you will not only have an 
opportunity to practice 
skills, but learn about cur-
rent research that will assist 
you in pursuing behaviors 
and activities that boost 
your brainpower. 

 

February Branch Meeting 

 

Healthy Brain Session 

February 3, 2010 

6:30 P.M.  

West Hills Assisted Living Facility 

mailto:marthaj@peak.org?subject=AAUW%20Convention%20Article


Public Policy   By Public Policy Chair 
Marilyn Treiman 

halamari1@juno.com  

Women Make More Effective 
Lawmakers  
According to a study from 
Stanford University and the 
University of Chicago re-
searchers, women are more 
effective lawmakers than 
men.  According to Politico, 
the study, which focused on 
the performance of House 
members from 1984 to 2004, 
found that on average, 
women representatives intro-
duced more bills, attracted 
more cosponsors, and 
brought more money to their 
districts than their male peers 
did.  The researchers ac-
counted for things like repre-
sentatives' seniority, party 
affiliation, majority/minority 
status, and priorities when 
making their compari-
sons.  Women currently hold 
just 17 percent of the seats in 
the House and the Senate.  

U.N. Votes to Create New 
Women's Agency  
Three years after the 2006 
original plan emerged from 
then-Secretary-General Kofi 
Anan, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly voted Monday 
to create a new and more pow-
erful women's agency. The 
resolution will merge four ex-
isting offices, the U.N. Devel-
opment Fund for Women 
(UNIFEM), the Office of the 
Special Adviser on Gender Is-
sues, the U.N. Division for the 
Advancement of Women, and 
the International Research and 
Training Institute for the Ad-
vancement of Women 
(INSTRAW) into a single body 
devoted to women's equality 
and rights. Supporters her-
alded this as a major break-
through, as the new agency 
will have a larger budget and 
more clout than the existing 

offices.  The resolution also gives 
the U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon a year to draw up a pro-
posal that would specify the mis-
sion, organizational arrange-
ments, funding, and executive 
board of the new women's 
agency. Accordingly, the new 
agency has the potential to make 
monumental strides for women 
and girls around the world, but its 
success will depend heavily on 
whether the Secretary-General's 
proposal receives the needed 
support from the many member 
states.  
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Legal Advocacy Fund 

 
Case Updates 
     Claire Schuster, an LAF 
plaintiff, has won her lat-
est legal battle over her 
allegations of sex-based 
pay discrimination at 
Berea College in Ken-
tucky.  Schuster, a tenured 
associate professor of 
nursing, sued the institu-
tion for sex discrimination 
in pay in violation of the 
Kentucky Civil Rights Act. 
     The Kentucky Supreme 
Court issued a ruling Au-
gust 19 denying Berea Col-
lege's motion for discre-
tionary review of the court 
of appeals' decision in 
Schuster's favor and re-
manding the case for a 
new trial.  Her next trial 
date, at which her lawyers 

can now use important 
discovery material, has 
not been set. 
 
Title IX Compliance: 
Know the Score Project 
Release 
     LAF collaborated with 
the nonprofit Legal Aid 
Society-Employment Law 
Center and the Women's 
Sports Foundation to pro-
vide the tools needed to 
find out if  local high 
schools are Title IX compli-
ant--and what to do if they 
are not.  The tools, includ-
ing a Program in a Box are 
available on a new page 
on the AAUW website.  A 
"webinar"  was held Octo-
ber 29 for interested indi-
viduals. 
   

LAF Case Support Fund-
ing 
     At their October meet-
ing, the AAUW Board ap-
proved $4000 in funding 
for each of these LAF-
supported cases: 
1. Jaureguito v. Feather 

River Community Col-
lege (CA) 

2. Mansourian et al. v. 
Regents of the Univer-
sity of California, et al 

3. Potera-Haskins v. 
Gamble, Montana 
State University, et el. 

4. Schuster v. Berea Col-
lege (KY) 

5. Thein v. Feather River 
Community College 
(CA) 

6. Wartluft v. Feather 
River Community Col-
lege (CA) 

By LAF Liaison 
Marilyn Roland 

rolandm2@comcast.net 

mailto:rolandm2@comcast.net?subject=AAUW%20Website%20Legal%20Advocacy
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Membership By Membership Chair  
Edie Lee 

Membership Notes 

We now have 76 members.  
New members can still join for 
a reduced rate with the 
“Shape the Future” member-
ship campaign.  If you know 
someone who could be inter-
ested in AAUW and is entirely 
new or has not been a mem-

ber for two or more years, she 
qualifies for the reduced rate.  A 
current member-at-large does 
not qualify.  The person needs 
to attend an AAUW event that is 
open to the public and join on 
the spot to save 50% off the na-
tional dues.  This is a savings of 

$24.50!  For every two new 
members who join, the branch 
earns one free national member-
ship, up to a maximum of three 
free memberships per year. 
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News and Notes  

New email address: 
Sally Terman brister2@comcast.net 
 
Add these members to your yearbook: 
Maxine Eckes    Elaine McManus 
3581 SW Par Pl     1810 NW Juniper Pl 
Corvallis, OR 97333   Corvallis, OR 97333 
754-1511    752-5678 
m.eckes@comcast.net   emmcmanus@comcast.net 
MA – Notre Dame U   M Ed—OSU 
Theology    Education 

Additions/Corrections to 2009 Yearbook 

mailto:brister2@comcast.net
mailto:m.eckes@comcast.net
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No Host Lunch By Hope Reenstjerna 

Afternoon Literature Group By Hope Reenstjerna 

tinue this cozy tradition. Join 
the group for good food & 
conversion at 11:45 a.m. on 
the 3rd Thursday, December 

17.  To make a reservation con-
tact Hope Reenstjerna (753-
4807) hopefred@peak.org) by 
Monday, December 14. 

This year, the annual Holiday 
Luncheon will be at 
McGrath's Fish House (350 
NE Circle Blvd.) Let's con-

Interest Groups 

The book for month will be 
Crazy Ladies of Pearl Street 
by Trevanian. Contact per-
son: Charlotte Drost, 753-

7253, mkcgdrost@aol.com . We will meet at 2:00 p.m., on 
the 2nd Tuesday, December 
08, at the home of Sally Ter-
man, 2964 NW Spurry PL.  

Evening Literature Group By Elaine McManus & Rosemary Cunningham  

sion will begin at 7:45.  The 
meeting will be held at the 
home of Carol Sumner, 1525 
NW 14th St.  Please call her 
at 745-7275 or email her at 

cjsumner@comcast.net  if you 
plan to attend. 

The Evening Lit Group will 
meet Wednesday Dec. 2nd, 
to discuss Pomegranate Soup 
by Marsha Mehran.  Socializ-
ing starts at 7:15; the discus-

Great Decisions Discussion Group By Charlotte Drost 

fairs. Broaden your knowl-
edge base and ability to 
be an informed citi-
zen!  We will meet in the 
board room of Corvallis 
Caring Place, 750 NW 23rd 
St., Corvallis, OR. Meet-
ings will be held on Weds. 
from 1 PM to 3 PM from 
Jan. 20 through March 10, 
2010. Cost for individual 

guidebook and part of DVD 
is $23. Please contact Char-
lotte Drost group leader to 
sign up by deadline Dec. 18, 
2009, so I can order the cor-
rect number of discussion 
guides. Call 753-7253 or e-
mail to: 
mkcgdrost@aol.com 

The annual AAUW Great 
Decisions Discussion 
Group is forming for 
2010.  We discuss eight 
current world issues and 
events after a short read-
ing in a discussion guide-
book and viewing a brief 
DVD on each topic. Discus-
sions are lively as we learn 
about important world af-

mailto:hopefred@peak.org
mailto:mkcgdrost@aol.com
mailto:cjsumner@comcast.net
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EVENTS CALENDAR 

DEC ACTIVITY TIME LOCATION 

2 Evening Literature Group 7:15pm Home of Carol Sumner,  
1525 NW 14th St. 

4 Branch ProgramɂHoliday Tea and Poinsettia Sale 4:00pm Home of Nancy William 
920 NW Elizabeth Drive 

8 Afternoon Literature Group 2:00pm  Home of Sally Terman, 2964 NW 
Spurry PL.  

15 Newsletter Articles due to Patti Cleveland  Email to pattic@peak.org 

17 No Host Lunch 11:45am -Ã'ÒÁÔÈȭÓ &ÉÓÈ (ÏÕÓÅȟ 
350 NE Circle Blvd 

mailto:pattic@peak.org?subject=AAUW%20Article

